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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Krim (US 
Patent Application Publication No. US 2002/0072925 A1). 

Regarding to claim 1, Krim discloses a method of celebrating a person's life by 
attendees at a funeral after the person's death, comprising, causing the person, while 
alive, to create a message presentation that would welcome the attendee to the 
person's funeral and include personal comments to the attendee in a generally uplifting 
sense about the occasion of the funeral [..the person, may have a digital video camera 
or microphone so that the person may communicate with those at the live funeral, or 
may provide a prerecorded message, or may type words that will be shared with the 
live participants through an instant messaging service; see page 5, par. 0063-0064], 

storing the message presentation with instructions that the message presentation 
be played at the person's funeral [..a person with a number of options for specifying 
delivery of messages, graphics, or any other computer-storable content to designated 
recipients after the person has died; see page 1, par. 0009-0010], 

and publicly playing the message presentation at the person's funeral for the 
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attendees at the funeral to see and hear [..other messages, to be sent at death, may 
include friends, family, etc. to be notified of the member's death and funeral; see page 

2. par. 0028-0033]. 

Regarding to claim 2, Krim discloses wherein the message presentation is 
projected on a screen [..the member may provide clip art, video or audio clips to be 
included in one or more of his messages. For instance, the Message Center screen; 
see page 3, par. 0037-0038 and figure 5a]. 

Regarding to claim 3, Krim discloses wherein the message presentation is an 
audio presentation [..CD ROM; see page4, par. 0051-0052]. 

Regarding to claim 4, Krim discloses wherein the message presentation is a 
combination video-type and audio presentation [..audio or video clip to be in his 
message; see page3, par. 0037-0038 and figures 4a-4c] 

Regarding to claim 5, Krim discloses wherein the message presentation is an 
audio/video presentation [..survivors of the deceased may establish an internet hookup 
and a digital video camera at the funeral, to make the proceedings available to any 
interested person over the internet; see page4, par. 0063-0064]. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

4. The patent to Evans discloses an apparatus located in a funeral establishment 
for displaying information about a deceased and patent application publication to 
Durham discloses a method of providing funeral products and services. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy-Vi Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1614. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:30 
A.M to 6 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrence Till can be reached on 571-272-1280. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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